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DETAILED ACTION 
Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-11 are allowed. 

In regards to claims 1 and 11, none of the references of record alone or 
combination disclose or suggest an optical disc drive and method comprising: a laser 
light source for emitting a laser beam of which the intensity is changeable with the 
amount of drive current supplied thereto; a first photodetector, which receives a portion 
of the laser beam that has been emitted from the laser light source and then reflected 
from an optical disc, thereby generating a readout signal; a second photodetector, 
which receives another portion of the laser beam that has been emitted from the laser 
light source, generates an electric signal of which the level represents the power of the 
laser beam received, and outputs the electric signal as a light quantity detection signal; 
and a feedback control loop, which compares the level of the light quantity detection 
signal with a predetermined target value and controls the amount of the drive current so 
that the level of the light quantity detection signal approaches the target value, wherein 
in reading data from the optical disc, the target value is changed so as to compensate 
for a variation of the sensitivity of the second photodetector, thereby controlling the 
power of the laser beam emitted from the laser light source, said variation of the 
sensitivity of the second photodetector being detected when a write power 
optimization is conducted. 
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The prior art made of record and not relied upon Is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Yamamoto discloses an optical pickup device that controls the sensitivity of the 
monitoring photodection with respect to the light sources In response to the output of 
the photoreceiver. 

Masakado et al discloses an optical pickup device that adjust the laser beam 
source In response to the Intensity light received form the llght-recelving element. 

Yoshlkawa discloses an optical recording/reproducing apparatus that detects the 
tracking and focus error signals, which compensates the detecting sensitivity the photo- 
detector. 

Zucker discloses an apparatus for regulating the laser diodes by the sensitivity of 
the phototdetector signals. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments, see page 8 lines 12-21 , filed 9/1 3/06, with respect to 
claims 1-1 1 have been fully considered and are persuasive. The rejection of claims 
1-1 1 has been withdrawn. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or eartler communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Linh T. Nguyen whose telephone number Is 571-272- 
5513. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am-5:00pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, A. Wellington can be reached on 571-272-4483. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 




